Willow Jean Rowley
September 2, 1928 - August 1, 2019

Cortland, Ohio – Willow Jean Rowley, age 90, died on August 1, 2019. She was born on
September 2, 1928, in Gustavus, Ohio, daughter of Willow Ann (Higgins) and Carlton
Jasper Shipman. Jean was a graduate of Gustavus High School and earned her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education from Youngstown College. On October 2,
1948, she married Eugene O. Rowley. She enjoyed a twenty-eight year career in the
Lakeview School systems, first as a teacher and later as the guidance counselor. Jean
was a member of the Cortland Literary Club, the Mary Chesney Chapter of the D.A.R. and
the Opal Chapter Order of the Eastern Star. She enjoyed baking, cooking and gardening,
but above all spending time with her family.
Jean is preceded in death by her parents; her husband of fifty-five years, Gene Rowley; a
daughter, Sandra Pettenati; a sister, Irma Copenhaver and two brothers, William A. and
Floyd Shipman. Survivors include three children, Susan E. (Carl Roose) Rowley of
Cortland, Ohio, David E. (Susan) Rowley of Gustavus, Ohio and Patricia A. (Jim) Rowley
Ayers of Wilmington, Delaware; son-in-law, Robert Pettenati of Champion, Ohio; seven
grandchildren, Angela (Frank) Restaino, Elizabeth (Andy) Leiserson, Kathryn (Aaron)
Forester, Gillian (Andrew) Chadwick, Megan (Adam) Orr, Nicole Pettenati and Mark
(Katie) Rowley; and five great grandchildren, Daniel, Abigail and Anthony Restaino, and
George and Grace Forester.
A funeral service will be held on Saturday, August 3, 2019, at 1:00PM at Baumgardner
Funeral & Cremation Service, 8569 Main Street, Kinsman, Ohio. Burial will be in Gustavus
Cemetery. Calling hours will be from 11:00AM until the time of services. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Cortland Branch Library at 578 Lakeview Drive,
Cortland, OH, 44410 or to the Cortland Fire Department EMS Continuing Education
Training Center at 194 Lattin Street, Cortland, OH, 44410. Share a fond memory or
condolence at www.baumgardnerfuneralhomes.com
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Comments

“

I am sorry to the family and friends of Ms. Jean...I didn't get a chance to know her
long, but I am sooooo glad to have gotten a chance to meet her. She was amazing!

Marlena Dawn Schotsch - August 03 at 11:12 AM

“

I will never forget all of our conversation about the old days. And most recently she
was saying stuff to me about getting her out of bed, and I ask her . Are you trying to
make me feel bad because I won’t get you out of bed? Her answer was simple YES.
I took her a while , and me a lot of frustrated talks with pat but she finally warmed up
to me. God bless her and her wonderful family. My only regret is that I didn’t know
her longer. Love you miss jean. Tami

tami schotsch - August 03 at 08:31 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Willow Jean Rowley.

August 02 at 04:08 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Willow
Jean Rowley.

August 02 at 10:16 AM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Willow Jean Rowley.

August 02 at 09:57 AM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of Willow Jean
Rowley.

August 02 at 09:33 AM

“

I have so many memories of this very special lady, but one that stands out is her
lasagna that she fixed celebrating Mr. Raidel's birthday and a couple others every
March. It was amazing and a recipe of many that I have from her that are favorites!! I
had her as a teacher and used her as a reference on every application I ever
completed and was thrilled to work with her for almost 20 years in the Guidance
Office at Lakeview. She was so kind and caring and was such a great teacher and
counselor but most of all she loved her family. I find it comforting to know that she is
with your dad and Sandy now and smiling. I will not be able to make the funeral
service tomorrow, but you will all be in my thoughts and prayers. Sending love to all
of you.

Kay Payne - August 02 at 09:09 AM

