Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter
January 11, 1924 - March 29, 2020

"Bill" and "Molly" are together again-Jane “Molly” Ardell Bingham Porter, age 96, of Niles, OH, passed away on March 29,
2020, at Shepherd of the Valley in Niles, OH. She will be greatly missed by her daughters,
Patricia (Harold) Wilson Joyner of Collierville, TN, Billie Jane (Douglas) Neuman of Niles,
OH, and Linda (Jack) Foster of Long Branch, NJ, eight grandchildren, and eleven great
grandchildren.
Jane is survived by her sisters, Arlene Logan of Gustavus, OH, Shirley Keeler of Kinsman,
OH, and Mary Lou Kidwell of Kinsman, OH. She was preceded in death by her brother,
Robert (Bob) Bingham, in 1987, her sister, Laura (Jack) Hammons, in 2019, and her
husband of 59 years, William (Bill) Arthur Porter, in 2005.
Jane was born January 11, 1924, in Gustavus, OH, to Glenn “Ted” and Cora (Semler)
Bingham. She helped her Dad on the farm by driving the horse behind the disc in the
fields and guiding the horse to run the hay fork in the barn. It was also her job to listen to
the Cleveland Indians on the radio and run to the barn with updates. She taught school
years before she got her degree from Kent State. During college she sang on the radio
and wrote jingles. She worked at Packard Electric during the war years. After marriage,
Jane helped run Sportland, a busy sporting goods store in Warren, OH, owned with her
husband, Bill.
For the first few years after marrying in 1946, the family lived in and around Warren, OH,
then Andover, OH (1955-1962), Alliance, OH (1962-1968), Steamboat Springs, CO (19681971) and Geneva, OH (1971-1979). After Bill retired in 1979, they lived in Geneva-onthe-Lake, OH, in the summers and Florida in the winters.
Jane began entertaining by singing with her sisters around the Gustavus/Kinsman area.
Later she performed with a gospel quartet throughout the state, directed choirs in several
communities, and sang and played with Bill in Dixieland bands in Ohio and Florida. Jane
was a soloist but also played alto sax and banjo. She and Bill loved to dance, and she

played and taught bridge. She enjoyed entertaining others well into her 90s.
Jane’s other great interest was travel. She and Bill visited all 50 states. One of their most
memorable cruises was through the Panama Canal. Other highlights were trips to Mexico,
Canada, Europe, and a vacation “Around the World in 80 Days.”
The family is having a private service at Baumgardner Funeral & Cremation Service, 8569
Main Street, Kinsman, OH. Jane will be buried next to Bill in Johnston Cemetery in
Johnston Township, OH. Those wishing to share a fond memory or condolence may visit
www.baumgardnerfuneralhomes.com

Cemetery
Johnston Cemetery
OH,

Comments

“

I'm sorry for your loss. I gather that Jane led a very full life, and she leaves quite a
legacy of kids, grandkids, and great grandkids!

Mark Brigham - April 13 at 10:53 AM

“

Pat, Billie Jane, Linda and families; I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. Jane was truly
someone special. In my many memories of her from the "card club" days and the
Garlock farm, she was always smiling...she certainly knew how to squeeze out, savor
and share the good things in life. My thoughts are with you through this sad time.
Phyllis Consider Placek

Phyllis Consider Placek - April 02 at 02:37 PM

“

2 files added to the album 100th Bingham Reunion, 2019

Jennifer Brigham - April 02 at 08:09 AM

“

Paul & Marlene Rhodes lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Paul & Marlene Rhodes - April 01 at 12:06 PM

“

Jennifer Watkins White lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Jennifer Watkins White - April 01 at 09:44 AM

“

Blessed to have been a part of her extended Bingham family. She will be greatly
missed when next we sing “Bessie the Heifer”. I think the gates of heaven are
rocking now with Bill jamming at the piano and Jane singing by his side. Rest In
Peace. Tim and Jean

Tim and Jean Compan - March 31 at 01:53 PM

“

So many wonderful memories for me and husband, Bob (now deceased) of Bill and
Molly entertaining in Fort Myers, Florida and spreading so much joy! Also, living in
Niles, OH all our lives, Doug and Billie Neuman are good friends. Molly was such a
happy person and we treasured our friendship. Heaven has gained another Angel!
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family. Love, Joan Matheny

Joan Matheny - March 31 at 01:15 PM

“

Sheila Schertzer Michael lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Sheila Schertzer Michael - March 31 at 12:02 PM

“

Jane was a kind, gentle, and talented woman who brought happiness and cheer to
many of us shirt-tail relations when we were growing up. Her beautiful smile and
calm manner were always reassuring, whatever the situation. You girls were
fortunate to have such a loving mother.
Barbara McElhaney Shaffer

barbara - March 31 at 10:20 AM

“

As a young girl, I remember my Dad (Floyd Waters), speak of the Bingham Sisters
and heard them sing at the Kinsman Methodist Church. What a wonderful life she
had; still Sharing with others her life’s adventures while reading her Obituary. May
you all feel comfort in that. FLOYE WATERS MYERS

Floye Myers - March 31 at 08:03 AM

“

Rick & Bonnie Ruetenik lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Rick & Bonnie Ruetenik - March 31 at 07:01 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Jane "Molly"
Bingham Porter.

March 30 at 05:18 PM

“

Rick & Bonnie Ruetenik lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Rick & Bonnie Ruetenik - March 30 at 05:12 PM

“

Diana Marvin lit a candle in memory of Jane "Molly" Bingham Porter

Diana Marvin - March 30 at 02:48 PM

“

I remember the Porters through my school years at Andover and Pymatuning Valley.
Always positive, caring, steady and solid. They leave a legacy of integrity and faith. May
God comfort her family in the passing of this treasure.
David Stokes - March 31 at 10:13 PM

